
 
22 Rue Jacob | F-75006 Paris 

+33 6 72 90 40 70 
antonia.eberwein@egypt-art.com 

www.egypt-art.com 
 

Member IADAA, SNA, SFEP 

 

 
 
 
FOUR CANOPIC JARS FOR KEKI 
 
Egypt 
Middle Kingdom, early XII Dynasty, circa 1900 BC 
Limestone with incised inscription and original polychromy (intact except one of the faces) 
Height circa 38 cm  Ø circa 22.5 cm 
 
All four jars have anthropomorphic lids, as it was customary in the Middle Kingdom. The faces and bodies are 
painted yellow, with the tripartite wig and the inscriptions enhanced with a blue-green hue. The finely carved 
faces have large, almond shaped eyes with black pupils and cosmetic lines. The arched eyebrows are slightly 
raised and outlined in black. The nose is wide and straight, while the lips are narrow and horizontal. The ears 
are very large and visible in front of the wig.  
 
All vases are identical except for the four incised columns of hieroglyphs. Each canopic jar is inscribed with the 
traditional formula and hence placed under the protection of the four sons of Horus:  
 
Imset – protector of the liver,  
Duamutef – protector of the stomach, 
Hapi – protector of the lungs and  
Qebehsenuef – protector of the intestines. 
 
As an additional safeguard, they were also associated with four powerful goddesses: Isis(South), Neith (East), 
Nephthys (North) und Serket (West) 
 
PROVENANCE  
Former private collection G.I.H. Montreal, Canada, acquired in 1969 in Egypt; private collection E.M. acquired 
in 1980; private collection Dr. K. Hamburg, Germany, acquired in 2013 
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