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STATUE OF OSIRIS, BUST 

 
Egypt  
Late Dynastic Period, 664-332 BC 
Bronze, hollow cast with blackened patina and very fine incised details 
Height 24.1 cm 
 
The god is depicted wrapped in a tight-fitting fabric with hands protruding placed on his chest right above the left. 
Osiris is holding the crook and frail across his chest characterising him as the ruler of the dead, master of eternity. 
A multi-stranded broad collar hangs across his chest and presents incised registers of repeating beaded, fretted, and 
teardrop-form motifs. On his head, the Atef-crown, is another fixed element of the iconography of Osiris. This 
consists of the tall White-crown of Upper Egypt flanked by two feathers with a frontal meandering cobra uraeus. 
Osiris wears the typical plated and curled divine beard on his chin. 
 
Osiris was a complex deity who possessed an essentially dual role in the religion of ancient Egypt. Originally 
worshipped as a god of fertility, the god gradually accrued the trappings of a mummified god-king, ruler of the 
Underworld and lord of resurrection by assimilation with various local gods. In time the king, who in life was the 
embodiment of Horus, became Osiris in death — a transformation later extended to all Egyptians, bestowing for 
the first time the opportunity for an independent existence in the Next World. This development ensured Osiris a 
timeless and unbounded popularity that is reflected in the numerous votive images of the god in a variety of stones 
and metals. 
 
PROVENANCE 
Former private collection J.G.H. North Carolina, USA, acquired early 1960’s at Mattias Komor, New York, by 
descent from the above 
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