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STATUETTE OF A FALCON

Bronze with green patina

Egypt

Late Dynastic Period, XXVI. Dynasty, ca. 646-525 B.C.
Hcight 13 cm

The falcon is dcpicted naturalistic manner, standing upright with its tail feathers cxtcnding far behind, over which
the wing tips are crossed right over left. A crown was 1ikcly once attached to the falcon’s head. The wing feathers
are rendered in fine relief, while head is dclicatcly modelled with circular eyes, a pointed beak, and detailed internal
markings characteristic of a falcon’s face. The bird’s body is slender and Clcgant, cmphasizing its grace and power.

The falcon was closcly associated with the sky, with its eyes symbo]izing the sun and moon. Its great wings were
thought to spread out to protect the earth below. Over time, the falcon became linked to the sun god Re, who was
often dcpictcd wearing a sun disk on his head, known as RC—Horakhty.

Like many animals connected to the divine realm, the falcon became a focus of mummification, burial, and votive
OffCIiﬂgS. Numerous bronze falcon statuettes dcpict the bird in an upright yet resting posture, with folded wings.
These figurcs vary in size, from small ornaments to largc, frcc—standing statues, many of which were hollow-cast
with an interior compartment dcsigned to hold an actual bird. Vast catacombs across Egypt contain hundreds of
thousands of mummified falcons, accesting to their sacred status. The Greco-Roman tcmplcs at Philae and Edfu
represent the final ﬂourishing of this cult.
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