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STRIDING IBIS, GOD THOT

Egypt
Late Dynastic Period, 664-332 BC
Bronze, inlaycd eyes

Hcight I5 cm

The Striding ibis is dcpictcd with its head erect and a long, curved beak, while a braided necklace is shown in relief at
the base of its slender neck. Detailed markings of the feet and tail feathers are ﬁnc]y Cngraved, and the eyes are inlaid

with black.

Demonstrating their cxccptional naturalistic skill, the Egyptians were able to capture in this bronze ibis the bird's long
lcgs and graccful silhouette. Most efﬁgics dcpict the left lcg advanced, as iftaking 1arge, cautious steps a]ong the marshy

bﬂl’lkS.

In Egyptian mythology, Thoth (chhuty in ancient Egyptian) is the lunar god of Khemenu (Hcrmopolis Magna) in
Middle Egypt. He embodies intc]]igcncc and specch, is the inventor of‘writing and languagc, and serves as the scribe of
the gods, possessing unlimited knowledge.

PROVENANCE

Former private collection C.B. Paris, France, acquired in 1970s
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